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A 

BILL 

TO 

Amend the law of Registration iD Parliamentary and other a.d. issg. 
Elections in Ireland. 

B E it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : 

5 1. This Act may be cited as the Registration of Voters, Ireland, Short title. 

Act, 1886, and shall be read as one with the Representation of the 
People Acts as defined by the eighth section of the Representation 
of the People Act, 1884. 

2. No greater period of residence, occupation, or possession shall Shortening 
10 be required to qualify any person to be registered as a voter than residence, 
six months immediately preceding the twentieth day of January, &c - 
April, July, or October whichever shall immediately precede the 
commencement of the revision sessions at which such person is to 
be registered as a voter. 

15 3. Por the purpose of qualifying a person to vote in respect of Amendment. 

. . . . j. . . -j. i ii +1 of household 

the household franchise it shall not be necessary — franchise. 

(a.) that such person should berated many rate made in respect 
of the qualifying tenement or that such tenement should be 
rated in any rate or included in any tenement valuation : 

20 (6.) that any rates payable by him or otherwise in respect of the 

qualifying tenement should have been paid. 

4. Where any dwelling-house, land, or tenement is subject to an Occupant to 
outstanding tenancy, any person in occupation of, having dominion tenant 
over, and paying rent for, such dwelling-house, land, or tenement, in certain 
25 shall, for the purposes of the Representation of the People Acts cases ' 
and this Act, be deemed to be tenant of such dwelling-house, land, 
or tenement during the period of such occupation. 

[Bill 5.] Sess. 2. A 2 
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Registration of Voters {Ireland). 

5. Where a man separately and as sole tenant inhabits as a 

lodger a dwelling-house within the meaning of the Representation 
of the People Acts, he shall he deemed for th e purposes of the said 
Acts to he an inhabitant occupier of such dwelling-house as a 
tenant. ® 

6 . The clerk of the peace of every county, and the town clerk 
of every city, town, and borough, shall publish in each polling district 
between the seventeenth and twentieth days of January, April, and 
October respectively in every year, a notice to claimants according 

to the form number one in the schedule to this Act. 10 

7. Every person whose name does not appear upon the register 
of voters then in force, and who shall be entitled to be registered 
as a voter under the provisions of this Act may, on or before the 
first day of February, May, or November, whichever shall imme- 
diately precede the then next ensuing revision sessions, deliver or 15 
send to the clerk of the peace in counties, and to the town clerk 

in cities, towns, and boroughs, a notice of his claim in the form 
(number two) in the Eirst Schedule to this Act. 

8. The clerk of the peace of every county, and the town clerk of 
every city, town, and borough, shall make out and publish in each 20 
polling district between the seventh and ninth days of February, 
May, and November respectively in every year lists of all persons 
who shall have claimed to he registered as voters at the then next 
ensuing revision sessions. 

9. Every person who shall be upon the register of voters for 25 
any parliamentary borough or any division of a borough shall be 
entitled to object to any person upon any list of claimants for such 
borough or division as not being entitled to he registered as a voter 
for such borough or division at the then next ensuing revision 
sessions ; provided that every person so objecting shall on or before 30 
th q fourteenth day of February, May, or November, whichever shall 
immediately precede the then next ensuing revision sessions, have 
given or caused to be given to the clerk of the peace or town 
clerk, and to the person objected to, notices of his said objection in 
manner and form provided as regards the notices of objection therein 35 
referred to by an Act passed in the thirteenth and fourteenth years 

of the reign of Her present Majesty, chapter sixty -nine, entitled. 

An Act to amend the laws which regulate the qualification and 
registration of Parliamentary voters in Ireland and to alter the law 
for rating immediate lessors of premises to the poor rate in certain 40 
boroughs (herein-after called the Registration of Voters (Ireland) 
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Act, 1850) as amended by the Parliamentary Registration (Ireland) A.D. 1886. 
Act, 1885. 

10 . The clerk of the peace of every county, and the town clerk Preparation 
of every city, town, or borough, shall, on or before the twentieth tion of lists! 

5 day of February, May, and November respectively in every year, 
prepare and publish a list for each polling district of the names of 
all claimants against whom notices of objection shall have been 
given to him as aforesaid, and shall forthwith transmit the same 
together with the lists of claimants to the revising barrister, and 
10 the provisions of the twenty-seventh section of the Registration of 
Voters (Ireland) Act, 1850, as to the manner of publication, the 
inspection, and the sale of copies of the lists therein referred to, 
shall apply to the lists to be prepared in pursuance of this Act. 

11 . Courts for the revision of the lists of claimants prescribed by Additional 
15 tliis Act shall be held in each polling district between the twenty- 

second day of February and twenty-second day of March, between 
the twenty-second day of May and twenty -second day of June, and 
between the twenty-second day of November and twenty-second day 
of December in every year ; and for the purpose of revising such 
20 lists the provisions of the Registration of Voters (Ireland) Act, 1850, 
and of the Acts amending the same, and of this Act, so far as relates 
to the procedure, powers, duties, and constitution of the courts of 
revision provided for by the Registration of Voters (Ireland) Act, 

1850, and to the attendance of officials, appeals, and production of 
25 documents, shall apply to the courts for revision to be held under 
the provisions of this Act. 

12 . The lists of claimants for each polling district prescribed by Jj 3 * 8 

this Act shall, when revised, be delivered to the clerk of the peace, part of 
who shall forthwith cause the same to be printed in a book or register of 

30 books arranged with the names in each street, where streets exist, 
and otherwise in townlands, in strict alphabetical order, according 
to the first, second, and other letters of the surnames, and with all 
such streets and townlands in alphabetical order, and shall, in the 
said book or books, prefix to every name its proper number, 

35 beginning the numbers from the first name in each polling district, 
the first of such numbers to be the number next greater than the 
largest number already prefixed to any name upon the then 
existing register or supplemental register provided by this Act, 
and continuing such numbers in a regular series down to the last 
40 name in such polling district; and every such book shall, subject 
to the provisions of this Act, be printed and arranged in the 
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manner provided for by the sixty -third section of the Kegistration 
of Voters (Ireland) Act, 1850, and the Acts amending the same, 
concerning the lists and hooks therein referred to; and the said 
clerk of the peace shall sign and deliver such book or hooks on or 
before the first day of April, first day of July, and first day of 5 
January, whichever day shall next succeed the date of the holding 
of the said revision sessions in every year, to the returning officer 
for the county, city, town, or borough, and such book or books 
shall from such first day of April, July, or January form part of 
the then existing register of voters. 10 

13. — (1.) Every person claiming to be registered as a voter in 
respect of a franchise dependent on occupation may make a 
declaration which shall be forwarded to the clerk of the peace or 
town clerk annexed to the notice of claim. 

(2.) Such declaration shall be in form No. in the schedule 15 
to this Act, or to the like effect. 

(3.) Every claimant who has duly made and served such decla- 
ration shall, until proof to the contrary be given by or on behalf 
of some person who has duly objected to the title of such claimant 
to be registered, be deemed entitled to be registered as a voter in 20 
respect of the qualification stated in his claim. 

14. If any person knowingly and wilfully j. makes any false M 
statement of fact in any such declaration as last aforesaid or signs 
any such declaration as a witness knowing that it contains any false 
statement of fact, or if any person falsely or fraudulently makes or 25 
signs, either as claimant or as witness, any such declaration in the 
name of any other person, whether that person be living or dead, or 

in a fictitious name, or sends or transmits, or causes to be sent or 
transmitted to the clerk of the peace of any county or the town 
clerk of any city, town, or borough, as genuine, any false or falsified 30 
declaration, knowing the same to be false or falsified, he shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and punishable by a fine not exceeding 
one hundred pounds, or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
one year, and the revising barrister shall have power to impound 
the declaration. 35 

15. A person qualified to vote by virtue of any household qualifi- 

cation in any city, town, or borough, or in any division of a county, 
shall not be entitled or permitted to be registered or to vote in such 
city, town, or borough, or division of a county by virtue of any other 
qualification. 40 
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16 . On the revision of the list of voters for any comity, city, 
town, or borongh, the following provisions shall have effect, that 
is to say, — 

(1.) Where the matter stated in a list, register, or claim, or proved 
5 to the court in relation to any alleged right to vote hy virtue of 
any franchise dependent on occupation, is insufficient to consti- 
tute or establish a right to vote in respect of the franchise 
stated or sought to be established, but is sufficient to constitute 
or establish a right to vote in respect of some other franchise 
10 dependent on occupation, the court shall make all such correc- 
tions and transfers and do all such acts as may be necessary to 
place or retain upon the list of voters in respect of the latter 
' franchise the name of the person concerning whom such 
matter is stated or proved; and this provision shall apply 
15 though no list appropriate to the said latter franchise shall be 
before the court for revision : 

(2.) Where on any inquiry as to any alleged rig ht to vote it shall 
appear that no such right exists in respect of the tenements or 
hereditaments described in the list, register, or claim as the 
20 premises in respect of which such right exists, but that such 
right exists in respect of other tenements or hereditaments, 
the court may, if it appear that the qualifying premises have 
been by error or mistake misdescribed in the said list, register, or 
claim, amend such description ; but save as herein provided, and 
25 whether any person is objected to or not, no evidence shall be 
given of or concerning any tenements or hereditaments other 
than those described in the list, register, or claim, nor shall the 
court be at liberty to change the description of the qualifying 
tenements or hereditaments stated in the list, register, or claim, 
30 except for the purpose of more clearly and accurately defining 
the same. 



A.D. 1886, 

Correction of 
lists in 
certain cases. 



17 . From and after the passing of this Act the thirty-second sec- Commence- 
tion of the Registration Amendment (Ireland) Act, 1868, shall be “ of 
and the same is hereby repealed, and the provisions of the Act voters. 

35 therein referred to as “ the principal Act ’ shall be revived and 
shall be read and construed as if said section had not been enacted. 

18 . Every person shall be qualified to be registered as a voter in Operation 
the year one thousand eight hundred and eighty-six who would ofAct 
have been so qualified if the provisions of this Act had been in force 

40 throughout the whole of the said year : Provided that nothing 
herein contained shall be held to invalidate any list of voters 
prepared or published prior to the passing of this Act. 
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19. In this Act the expression “franchise dependent on occu- 
pation ” shall mean a household qualification, a county occupation 
franchise, or a borough occupation franchise -within the meaning of 
the seventh section of the Representation of the People A.ct, 1884. 

20. The enactments specified in the Second Schedule to this Act 6 
shall be, and the same are hereby repealed to the extent in the said 
schedule mentioned. 

21. This Act shall apply to Ireland only. 
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FIRST SCHEDULE. 



Forms. 

No. 1. 

Notice to be given by the Clerk of Peace [or Town Clerk] as to claims to 
5 vote. 

County of [or Borough of or Division 

of the county (or borough) of ]. 

I hereby give notice that every person entitled to vote in the election of a 
knight of the shire for the county of [or of the Division 

10 of the county of ] [or to vote in the election of a member (07- 

members) to serve in Parliament for the borough of (or the division 

of the borough of )] in respect of the household qualification created by 

the Representation of the People Act, 1884, or in respect of the county [or 
borough] occupation franchise whose name is not included in the register of 
15 voters now in force for said county [or borough or division of county or 
borough], or whose name being included in such register shall not retain the 
same qualifying tenement or continue in the same place of abode as described 
in such register, and who is desirous to have his name or the correct place of 
his abode inserted in such register, is hereby required to give or send to me at 
20 my office, on or before the first day of February [or May ot - November as the 
case may he ] next, a notice in writing by him signed, in which his name and 
surname at full length, his place of abode, and the particulars of his qualifi- 
cation, must be legibly written, according to the Form [Number 2] hereunder 
set forth. 

25 Dated this day of in the year 

(Signed) A.B. 

Clerk of liic Peace of the County of 

(or Town Clerk for the Borough of ). 



No. 2. 

30 Form of Notice of Claim to Vote to be given to the Clerk of the Peace 
[ or Town Clerk.] 

Polling district of [in counties only.] 

To the clerk of the peace for the county of , 

[or the town clerk of the borough of 

35 I hereby give you notice that I claim to have my name inserted in the list 
[for this polling district (in counties only)] of voters for the county of 

LB-] B 



A.D. 1886. 
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[ 0? . division of the county of or borough of 

], and that the particulars of my place of abode and qualification 
are stated in the columns below. , 

Dated this day of in the year • 

(Signed) A.B. 5 



Surname and 
Christian Name 
of the 
Claimant. 


Place 
of Abode. 


Nature and 
Amount 

of Qualification.* 


Townland or denomination, street, lane, 
or other like place in the Polling District 
[or Borough] where the property is 
situate, and number of house (if any), 

or name of the property. 1U 










* If the qualification is as inhabitant householder the valuation of the dwelling-house need not 
be stated. 



15 



No. 3. 

Form of Declaration which Claimant may annex to Notice of 
Claim to vote. 

I hereby declare that I have during the six calendar months immediately 
preceding the twentieth day of January [or April, or July, or October, as the case 
mao be 1 in this year, been an inhabitant occupier as owner [or tenant, or lodger, 
or as servant, officer, or employee, os the case may be] of the above-mentioned 
dwelling-house [or of the above-mentioned part of a house which was during 20 
said period separately occupied as a dwelling by me], [and (in the case of the 
service franchise) that said dwelling-house was not during said period, or any 
portion thereof, inhabited by the person under whom I served as such servant 
(officer or employee)], and that during said period no person occupied said 
dwelling-house [or part of a house] as joint occupier with me, and 1 further 25 
declare "that I am of the full age of twenty-one years, and that I am not 
subject to any legal incapacity to vote. 

Dated this day of " th ? .. \, 

(Signed) A.B. (the claimant). 



I, the undersigned, hereby declare that I have witnessed the above signature 30 
of the above-named [here state name of claimant], at the date stated above, and 
that I believe the above claim to be correct. 

Dated this day of in the year 

(Signed) C.D. 

of [state residence and calling of witness.] 35 
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SECOND SCHEDULE. 



ENACTMENTS repealed. 



Session and Chapter. 

31 & 32 Vict. e. 49. - 

5 

31 & 32 Vict. c. 112. - 
48 Vict. c. 3. - 

10 

15 48 Vict. c. 17. - 



Title. 



The Representation of the 
People (Ireland) Act, 1868. 

The Registration Amendment 
(Ireland) Act, 1868. 

The Representation of the 
People Act, 1884. 



Parliamentary Registration (Ire- 
land) Act, 1885. 



Part repealed. 



Section four. 

Section five. 

Section thirty-five. 

Section thirty-six. 

Sc much of section two as 
relates to the lodger 
franchise, so far as same 
applies to Ireland. 

Section seven, sub-section 
(3) so far as same applies 
to Ireland. 

Section four. 



A.D. 1886. 
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